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Apps are what make mobile devices -tablets and phones- so useful. That should sound familiar, it was the same opening sentence used in last month’s Windows 8 Apps article, and it’s still very true. Apps rule. Apps are different from computer programs that operate on the Windows 7 Desktop. Each App runs in full screen; there are no overlapping windows, there are few menus, and Apps run best on a touch-screen device. The Start Screen and the Charms bar are two of the new ways to control or use Apps, the heart of the new features of windows. The Start Screen, which is the default screen after Windows 8 has been started, provides entry into the Windows 8 App Universe (rest assured that the “Desktop App” still gets you back to the old favorite, Windows 7 world). The “Charms bar” is a universal toolbar, and is hidden, but it is always available; just move the mouse to the lower (or upper) right corner of the screen and left click (Windows key+C key, also gets you there). The Charms Bar contains Search, Share, Start, Devices, and Settings. (Now I guess you can see why it is called the Charms Bar. Don’t the icons for those options, Search, Share, Start, Devices, and Settings, look like charms you may have seen dangling from a charm bracelet?  Well, I guess some people at Microsoft must have thought so.) 

Settings, which is the gear charm (or icon), is sort of a Control Panel for the App Universe; don’t fret, the familiar Windows 7 type Control Panel is still available at the Start screen, just by typing “Control” and then selecting “Control Panel.” 

“Settings” provides quick access to six of the most often used controls; Volume, Brightness, Notifications, Power, Network, and Keyboard. Volume, Brightness and Keyboard are pretty straight forward. 

“Network” provides an opportunity to connect to a network or monitor the strength of your network signal. It also provides a way to disable all radio transmitters (Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and cellphone, if present), by turning On, Airplane mode (something you will want to use, when boarding an airplane). 

“Notifications” provides the ability to have the notifications pop-up messages disabled for 1, 3, or 8 hours. The idea here is that, in a business environment, you may not want to be interrupted by the fact that you have an incoming mail message, while you are in the middle of an important presentation, or such. 

“Power” provides the “Shut down” options, shut-down, sleep, and re-start (hibernate has to be added to the list, if desired). “Power” provides a way to shut down the computer, similar to the options provided on the Windows 7 “Start” button.
The “Charms bar – Settings” option also gets you to a few other controls, specific to Apps. At the top of the Settings panel, there are entries to “Tiles,” “Help” and others like “PC info.” These options seem to change depending on what you have been doing with your computer. I’ve only used the “Help” option which seemed fairly helpful. Also, at the bottom of the “Charms bar – Settings” panel, there is an entry to a whole host of PC settings. To get to these controls just click “Change PC settings”. Many of these Settings provide similar capabilities to those found in the Control Panel. The following is a summary of these categories.
“Personalize” provides controls for the “Lock” screen, controls for the “Start” Screen, and choices for your “Account Picture”. You can even create a picture for your account using the on-board camera, just look into the screen (camera) and click the Camera icon below “Create an account picture”, and then just tap the touch-pad, (or screen if you have a touch-sensitive screen).
“Users” lets you add accounts to this machine.

“Notifications” allows you to determine if Apps can provide Alerts to the operator. Each App’s Alert can be individually enabled or disabled. In addition, the Notification sound can be turned on or off.
“Search” provides control over the Search capability and allows you to determine which Apps can use Search. This is also the place where you can “Delete your Search History,” for those of you who would like to keep your Searches private.
“Share” provides control over the Apps that can be used to share things, like photos or web pages. You can individually enable or disable Apps like Mail, People, and SkyDrive as methods for sharing. 
“General” is a collection of general settings. Here you can set the time, modify the way spelling errors are handled. “General” also includes two new features for initializing your computer, 1-Refresh, and 2-Remove & Reinstall. The first feature, “Refresh your PC without affecting your files” resets your computer settings to their original factory states, and removes any Apps that didn’t come from the Windows App Store, while leaving your files untouched. The second feature “Remove everything and reinstall Windows” sets your computer back to the way it was originally delivered. All your files are deleted and your settings are put back to their factory states. This might be something you may want to do when or if you give or sell your computer to someone.
“Privacy” lets you determine if Apps can use your Location, Name, or Account Picture. Some Apps can provide useful information if they are allowed to use your location, like an App that shows you the cheapest gas station nearest to you.

“Devices” displays every device your computer is connected to, such as printers, scanners, cameras, etc.

“Wireless” provides control over your wireless networks. Here you can enable Airplane which would turn off your Wi-Fi network (Bluetooth and/or Cell, if included on your mobile device).

“Ease of Access” provides a few controls to make your computing experience easier if you have hearing or seeing difficulties. All of the “Ease of Access” controls can still be found in Control Panel.
“Sync your Settings” provides individual enable/disable switches for the things you want to synchronize over your internet connection. Your settings, passwords, favorites and other preferences can sync to any Windows 8 machine that you log into.

“Homegroup” provides an easy way to set up a network among several Windows machines at the same location. Within a Homegroup, you can easily share documents, pictures, videos, music, and printers.

“Windows Update” shows your choice as to Update, or not to Update, Windows 8. If you have chosen “Turn on recommended settings” in the Control Panel, then Windows will periodically check for and install Windows updates. Other choices are to “Check for updates but let me choose when to download and install them,” and “Download updates but let me choose whether to install them.” “Turn on recommended settings” is probably the safest choice.
Now you see that we have all the necessary control over Apps, let’s go and take some out for a test ride. Well, maybe in a future article.

